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Wednesday 4 August, 2021 

 
 
 

To Whom it May Concern, 
 
Re: The House that Dan Built, Salt presented as part of the 23rd Biennale of Sydney 
Public Program, 2022 
 
The Biennale of Sydney are delighted to support the inclusion of SALT, produced by The 
House that Dan Built in our 23rd Biennale of Sydney public program. Salt will be a key 
feature in our Reflections series; an opening and closing weekend program, welcoming 
diverse sound-based practitioners, singers and poets to respond to the spatial and 
conceptual qualities of our 23rd Biennale of Sydney exhibition, rīvus.  
 
Rivers, wetlands and other salt and freshwater ecosystems feature in the 23rdrd Biennale 
of Sydney (2022), titled rīvus, as dynamic living systems with varying degrees of political 
agency. The House’s interdisciplinary work, SALT, with its central motif of salt and salt 
water, offers a new way into the exhibition program, by embodying a key principle of 
rīvus, ‘building upon what’s already there’.  
 
rīvus considers water as an equaliser, a material and a resource that all humans have a 
relationship with. Furthermore, rīvus prioritises collaboration, which is a key aspect of the 
SALT production by The House that Dan Built. The Biennale of Sydney is impressed by 
Danielle’s aesthetic, engaging young women in choral-based devised performance that 
challenges traditional narratives. Danielle uses ‘youth theatre’ processes to create highly 
disciplined, complex performances and we are delighted to welcome SALT into our public 
program. 
 
The Biennale of Sydney strongly supports The House that Dan Built’s funding application 
to support the creative development of the reimagined production in response to 23rd 
Biennale of Sydney exhibition.  
 
Your support will enable SALT to transform from an intimate work for an enclosed space 
into a community event for our Biennale of Sydney audiences. 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at 
charlotte.g@biennaleofsydney.com.au 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Charlotte Galleguillos 

mailto:charlotte.g@biennaleofsydney.com.au




 

LETTER OF SUPPORT RISE APPLICATION 
THE HOUSE THAT DAN BUILT  

To whom it may concern, 

I am writing in support of The House that Dan Built’s application for CREATE NSW funding to expand their 
Toy Choir project nationally by creating a network of Toy Choirs and AKIN workshops across NSW.

We have been working with The House the Dan Built since March 2020 and held our first AKIN workshop 
with them just prior to the initial COVID-19 enforced lock down. The environment at that time made for 
interesting song compositions as the girls were fixated on the media messages at the time and we had little idea of 
the 12 months that were headed our way. 

That workshop – regardless of the environment – was one of the year’s highlights and in terms of program delivery 
an outstanding program for young women in our community. The engagement with the young women from our 
community and the success of the 2020 event meant I did not hesitate at all when offered the opportunity to 
welcome The House That Dan Built back to Gunnedah, Narrabri and Tamworth to deliver the AKIN project 
again in April 2021. 

The House That Dan Built has an innate understanding of how to deliver a program to a regional community. 
Their team has members from regional areas and with significant experience working with regional communities. 
They understand the importance of developing strong local connections to ensure the successful programs and 
learning experiences. While many city-based organisations purport to understand regional communities The 
House That Dan Built is the real deal. 

We committed to partnering with The House that Dan Built to deliver this project to employ an emerging 
female artist in our community to deliver the Toy Choir project to teach girls to sing, write and perform their own 
original songs. We know this project would result in powerful outcomes for the employed artists and girls who 
participate in the program because we have witnessed the impact of their existing programs projects. 

As a partner we are committed to: 
• Taking on local leadership of the project
• Introducing the project to our community
• Providing a venue for a two-day intensive workshop and weekly Saturday morning 

workshops
• Assisting with marketing and promotions.

I commend and support the application of The House That Dan Built to Create NSW. This project will have a 
meaningful and long-term benefit for the girls and young women involved in the project which would extend to the 
broader community. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rebecca Ryan 
Director Gunnedah Conservatorium 

A.B.N. 68 214 265 056 

144-152 Conadilly Street
P.O. Box 121 

GUNNEDAH  NSW  2380 
(02) 6742 3998

admin@gunnedahconservatorium.com 



 
27-07-21 

 

To the peer Assessors at Create NSW, 
 

I write this letter of support for The House, application to Create NSW for the         expansion of 
their Toy Choir & AKIN programs. 

 

The opportunity for young girls from our region to be engaged in this national initiative, 
connecting with peers across Australia, in a yearlong song writing program is truly exciting. We 
have no doubt that we will have no trouble finding willing participants to study music, learn to 
raise up their voices and develop the resilience that is so important for young people in these 
times of uncertainty and rapid change. 

 
Murray Arts will be a partner with The House and assist with the delivery of the program in the 
Northeast of Victoria. We will take the lead locally, identify local emerging female artists who 
can be trained up to teach the workshops, find young girls to participate and arrange a space for 
the classes. Our existing networks and years of experience working in the region will make the 
rollout of this initiative easy in our footprint. 

 

As the Executive Director of the Regional Arts Development Organisation, Murray Arts, who are 
based in the Border (NSW) and Northeast (VIC) footprint, I am committed to supporting dynamic 
and unique initiatives with fantastic artistic outcomes. My aim is to actively assist in the ongoing 
development of, and participation in, arts and culture throughout the Border Northeast region. 

 
I look forward to your consideration of this application and welcome the opportunity to be 
contacted as a referee for this application. 

 
Yours Sincerely 

 
Alyce Fisher 
Executive Director 
Murray Arts 
afisher@murrayarts.org.au 
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Wednesday 4th August, 2021 

 

To Whom it May Concern, 

Re: The House that Dan Built 2022 performances at the State Library of NSW 

It gives me great pleasure to write in support of The House that Dan Built’s production of 
SALT at the State Library of NSW. 

Earlier this year we were thrilled to have young performers from The House sing works from 
their production, Bagatelle, in conjunction with our World Press Photo of the Year 
exhibition. We were intrigued by the inventiveness of the work and highly impressed by the 
professionalism of the young performers. We received overwhelming positive responses 
from our audience. Based on this experience we have every confidence that The House will 
stage a quality production of artistic merit and public interest in the grandeur of the Mitchell 
Library Reading Room. 

The nature of SALT as an immersive live choral performance is ideally suited to the Mitchell 
Library. Audiences will experience this work being within the sound, as an ensemble of girls 
and young women perform an original choral work, enlivening the beautiful space with 
human voices and the immediacy of live performance. The SALT theme of exploration of the 
cultural space allowed to and taken by young women is an important one to our 
contemporary cultural discourse. 

The State Library of NSW will partner with The House that Dan Built to co-produce the work, 
providing venue, marketing, and publicity support. We believe SALT will be a vibrant and 
successful part of our 2022 event calendar. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Marcelo Flaksbard 
Manager, Visitor Services 
M: 0439 881 101 
E: marcelo.flaksbard@sl.nsw.gov.au  



 

Address: 24 Reynolds St, Balmain, NSW, Australia, 2041      Mob: +61 401 870 195 
Email: jessicaodonoghue@me.com     Website: www.jessicaodonoghue.com 

ABN: 69 921 921 810 

 
 

16th August 2021 
 
 
Dear Peer Assessors of Create NSW Opera, Choral and Classical Music Board 
RE: Support for the ‘100 Women 100 Stories’ project 
 
I am writing in support of The House That Dan Built’s funding application for 2022 Annual 
Organisational Funding. 
 
Much of my artistic work, which includes performing, composing and producing, centres around 
celebrating and elevating the stories and voices of women and girls within the Australian 
repertoire and on the Australian stages.  
 
I have great respect and admiration for The House That Dan Built and all it does to nurture 
emerging female artists, creating a space and platform which challenges them to feel empowered 
to speak, to feel like they belong and to put their stories and voices out into the world as part of a 
strong and united chorus. Having collaborated with members of The House before as a song 
writing mentor, I was extremely impressed not only with their talent, but with their fresh 
perspectives, confidence and passion to tell their stories through art, music and song.  
 
I am extremely excited by the opportunity to work with the company again for this important 
new project ‘100 Women 100 Stories’ which will see myself, along with two other professional 
women composers, work closely with AD Danielle O’Keefe and The House ensemble of emerging 
women artists to compose a 100 minute choral work over a period of 2 weeks. The work will 
focus on the experience of woman- and girl-hood in Australia based on creative content gathered 
from a series of interviews conducted by teenage girls with 100 women of all ages in remote, 
regional, metropolitan and urban communities in every Australian state. The work will validate 
the impact and wisdom of intergenerational female collaboration, not only in the end result, but 
also during the collaborative process of composing the music. 
 
I can confirm that I am available for the two week workshop in February 2022 and as needed for 
the final showings at the Horizon Festival in July-September and at The House festival in 
November of the same year. 
 
I am pleased to offer this letter of support. Should you have any further enquiries please do not 
hesitate to contact me on 0401 870 195 or jessicaodonoghue@me.com.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jessica O’Donoghue 
 





Dear Create NSW Artform board,

I am writing in support of the annual funding for The House That Dan Built 
for 2022.

I have had the delight in being a member of the ensemble since 2020 and 
this opportunity has been exponentially important to my development as an 
emerging artist.

The nuanced skills and authentic passion for female voices and storytelling 
is a true merit to The House That Dan Built. Evidently, female voices have 
been amiss throughout history, or mentioned as a mere footnote to male 
success. Dan refuses to negotiate with the patriarchy anymore, inspiring 
and empowering young women across different socio-economic 
backgrounds and cultures to unite.

As a young, disabled woman from Western Sydney I have had my share of 
barriers within my artistic career. The House is nowhere near this. Dan has 
fostered a space where I, as a disabled woman can not only feel safe, but 
also encouraged to express and communicate in my own unique voice as a 
disabled person. 

Finally, a clear winning factor for The House is the intergenerational and 
knowledge sharing hub that Dan has created for girls and young women. In 
my spheres or social circles I have not had access to ANY other group or 
organisation like this; a place where girls and young women can 
intermingle and comfortably create, think divergently, and rigorously 
discuss real social, political and cultural matters that impact their lives and 
artistic expression as women.    

Funding is clearly a must for this organisation that is growing the new 
matriarchal network within the Australian arts landscape.

Sincerely,

Bedelia Lowrenčev 

  

10th August 2021

LETTER OF SUPPORT- THE HOUSE THAT DAN BUILT 

Bedelia Lowrenčev 

—————————— 
Disabled Theatre 
Maker, Dancer, 
Performer. 

—————————— 
Co-Creator of Low 
Standards  

—————————— 
Artist In Residence 

http://pyt.com.au/
collision/ 

—————————— 
Bundanon Resident 
2021

http://pyt.com.au/collision/
http://pyt.com.au/collision/


Audrey Ormella audreyrouge30@gmail.com
12/08/2021

To whom it may concern,

My name is Audrey Ormella and I am currently studying Composition at the Sydney
Conservatorium of Music. I have been involved with The House that Dan Built since late 2017 when
I joined TOY CHOIR. From that experience I became involved with SALT in 2018. I was still in
junior high school then and had limited experience writing for live performers, but the opportunity to
write in SALT has since proven to significantly improve my compositional skills, exposing me to
new ideas and ways of thinking about voice, physical space, and bodies.

When SALT began I had no other performed work to show, but my involvement in this project
opened up many opportunities for me: since the early performance of SALT in April 2019, I have
been part of the 2019 Artology-AYO Fanfare Competition, Gondwana Festival of Summer Voices in
2020 with Paul Stanhope and Gordon Hamilton, International Make Music Day in 2020, The
Australian Voices ‘Far and Near’ commission in 2020 and most recently JUXTA from Felix Cross
and Katrina Douglas in 2021. Without the experience of SALT, these opportunities likely would not
have occurred so early in my career.

Hearing my work performed live has been instrumental in solidifying my goal to become a composer:
presenting work live leads to the creation of industry connections, strengthening of collaborative
skills, and inspires new creative ideas. I have seen the Sydney Biennale many times over the years
and each time I am impressed and inspired by the ideas that are presented. The idea that my work will
be showcased amongst these projects makes me incredibly excited not only for the exposure it will
bring, but also for the chance to be heard amongst mature voices whom I look up to and am
constantly motivated by.

A live performance builds relationships between composer, performer and audience, in the case of
SALT presenting young female voices a space to be heard. I believe the elevation of these voices is
important to the creative sector as new and experimental ideas can only push boundaries when they
have an audience to connect to and a supportive environment to create in.

Yours kindly,

Audrey Ormella



107 Projects
Joynton Avenue Creative Centre
3A Joynton Ave, Zetland 2017

To Whom It May Concern,

I am very pleased to write in support of The House that Dan Built’s 2022 season and their
residency at 107’s Joynton Avenue Creative Centre.

We have been very glad to be able to offer The House subsidised rental rates for office, rehearsal,
and exhibition space at Joynton Avenue. With their commitment to providing accessible music
education to girls, training for young women artists and collaboration and production opportunities
to experienced artists, The House has become a wonderful addition to our creative community. The
House’s work aligns wonderfully with our mission to empower communities by encouraging people
to live creatively.

We are very hopeful that covid restrictions will ease in time for the inaugural The House that Dan
Built Festival of New Work, this year entitled Whispers and Roars, in October/November 2021. This
festival will open our space to emerging artists who will be facilitated and supported by The House
to bring their work to a public audience. We look forward to this Festival of New Work becoming an
annual event in our program.

107 Projects is delighted to provide The House with a physical and creative home into the future
and values the opportunity to support their ground-breaking work.

We wish The House every success in their application.

Kindest Regards,

Jennifer Noorbergen

Community Engagement & Venue Manager
107, Joynton Avenue Creative Centre

107 Redfern Street Redfern NSW 2016 ￫ 107.org.au 1
3A  Joynton Avenue Zetland NSW 2017 02 9167 6999

http://107.org.au


880-932 Maroochydore Road
Forest Glen, QLD, 4556

(07) 5442 3807
marina.dejager@mic.qld.edu.au 

26 July 2021

To peer assessors at CreateNSW,

RE: Toy Choir on the Sunshine Coast

MIC and I have had the privilege of working with Danielle and The House That Dan Built (The
House) since May 2018. Since then, Danielle and I have actively been working together in
bringing work to the Sunshine Coast and the wider South East Queensland region. One of The
House’s great projects is the Toy Choir, which is a program to engage and train girls in the
foundations of musicianship with a focus on joy and self-directed learning. The House is planning
to expand the project nationally by creating a network of Toy Choirs in communities across
Australia in 2023, and as a community with stong connections to The House it would be
wonderful to see the Toy Choir come to the Sunshine Coast in 2022 as a testing location.

As an active Sunshine Coast creator, I would be honoured to support this project by being its
Sunshine Coast Champion and introducing The House to potential partners, performing arts
groups, and assisting with promoting the project. I believe I have the network to support this
project right here on the Sunshine Coast from past projects and positions. These include
currently being on the Anywhere Festival Board, previously serving as an ambassador on the
Sunshine Coast 20 Year Arts Plan, as well as the Sunshine Coast Theatre Alliance Committee.

With the impact of COVID-19 on the arts industry, it is wonderful to see a project that will impact
the community through employment, mentorship and learning opportunities for girls. In each
community, The House will employ an emerging female artist to deliver the program, teaching
girls to sing, write and perform their own original songs.

Implementing the Toy Choir on the Sunshine Coast would have incredible benefits for the mental
health of girls. As shown in research undertaken by Mission Australia, mental health is one of the
major issues of national concern for young Queenslanders. In last year’s survey conducted by
15-19 year olds, young Australians' top three personal concerns were coping with stress, mental
health and body image. Therefore, a project like Toy Choir would be wonderful to implement on
the Sunshine Coast to boost connection, conversations and creativity.

Within my role at MIC, I have the opportunity to support The House through rehearsal spaces on
campus and a network of girls who can participate in the choir. In addition, I also work at the
B.Y.T.E (Buderim Youth Theatre of Excellence) where I would be able to connect The House to
potential students who would benefit from this program.

It is with great honour that I support The House with this funding application.

Yours sincerely,
Marina de Jager
MIC Events and Community Engagement Manager & Imagineers Festival Director

mailto:marina.dejager@mic.qld.edu.au


Yunyu Ong 

Founder and Director 

Pangu 

12/8/21 

Letter of Support 

I am writing in support of The House that Dan Built Create NSW application.  

My name is Yunyu Ong and I am a film, games and installation composer/sound designer and singer-

songwriter. I am excited to be one of the composers and mentors on the 100-minute choral work creative 

development - 100 Stories. I first worked with The House on the development of a new vocal work ECHO in 

2020.  The cross-generational room was filled with girls and women with different levels of music experience 

and energy. It was for all a dynamic learning experience for all of us working in such a collaborative and fast 

pace way. To this day, I continue to mentor one of them, producing some of her tracks which will be released 

when she finishes year 12. .  

As a working musician who strives to break new ground with music,  I am always looking for ways to 

collaborate with fellow artists and expand my own skill set and craft. My previous work is varied and notable 

examples are working with Virtual Production company MOD and University of Western Sydney for a 

Augmented Reality driven musical installation that sonically represents Data  Farms from three international 

cities. I was also the winner of the Crystal Pine award in the International Film Sound and Music Festival for 

best score for short films. Currently, I am working with David Elfick and Mark Gaal on a NIDA production with 

the musical theatre students. 

 100 Stories has an exciting team with very mixed genre experiences.  I first met AD Danielle O’Keefe at a 

music production workshop with Susan Rogers and realized we both share a love for writing songs that 

explore woman and girl-hood. Workshopping and writing music for ECHO was one of the musical highlights 

for me and I am keen for any collaborative opportunities with Danielle. Danielle is masterful in her creative 

ideas and I have enjoyed her work with emerging artists and the opportunities in mentoring as part of it. 

I was introduced to Pru Montin through the AFTRS network where she is also a fellow alumnus. We had 

talked of collaborating on multiple occasions as we share a love for experimental and genre breaking forms of 

music. This would be a very valued opportunity and a long awaited one. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Yunyu Ong 

Composer, Sound Designer 



Dear Peer Assessment Panel at Create NSW,
I am writing in support of the Create NSW funding application to expand Toy Choir and AKIN
across Australia. The Toy Choir has been an integral part of my experience as a young
musician, and after accompanying The House on two AKIN trips this year, I believe that these
programs would be vital to the musicianship of girls right across Australia.

I found the Toy Choir program when I was 14 and it was the foundation for everything I know
about music. This does not mean it was the first place I learnt about music: it was not.
Beforehand, and to my immense privilege, I had been in and out of private music lessons for
eight years, but none of that had ever managed to click for me. However, the format of Toy
Choir is ‘informal’. The rules of music are stripped back to what is practically useful, and what is
individually interesting. Another choir member showed me four chords. Danielle explained that
melody uses the notes of the chords, and that four chords make a song. I had never seen
music laid out that way before. It was like being handed the cheat code to become David Bowie.
Danielle told me to write a song with four chords in it, so I did. That first song wasn’t very good,
so I went away again and wrote another one, and this time people used to listen and then say:
“Great song Sofia”, and I decided that writing more of them was the only thing I really wanted to
do with my life. I have not yet changed my mind.

Recently, Danielle offered me a job as the House That Dan Built trainee, which involves, along
with working on exciting projects such as Bagatelle and Juxta, helping me gain skills to run the
Toy Choir program. I didn’t need much training for this aspect: mentorship is a massive part of
the Toy Choir program, so I’d already been teaching girls ukulele since I could barely play
myself. If someone knows something that somebody else doesn’t, then the whole ensemble of
the Toy Choir would pass the knowledge along so everyone could master it. There is no
hierarchy and no competition, just everyone sharing whatever knowledge they have so the
ensemble is lifted up. In this way nothing is elite: anyone can learn anything, and leadership is
undertaken equally by everyone.

I hadn’t considered the enormous benefit of this kind of music education outside my own
experience in Sydney until this year, when I accompanied the House on two AKIN trips, to the
North West and Broken Hill. I have met many girls now, and helped them to write their own
songs. All of them have talent in spadefuls: as lyricists and storytellers, as composers and as
singers, and yet hardly any of them had ever had a music lesson. The thing about songwriting is
that it’s really simple: anyone with half the inclination can do it, but it requires one to be there
and to show them what music actually is. There are young women who could be – and should
be – great composers all over Australia, but without access to musical education they haven’t
got a chance. Expanding the Toy Choir nationally would be invaluable to changing this.

Yours sincerely
Sofia Goulding



Peer Assessment Panel
Create NSW
10th August 2021

To whom it may concern,
RE: SUPPORT for AKIN workshops and TOY CHOIR program

I am writing in support of the Create NSW funding application for the ‘Akin’ and ‘Toy Choir’ programs run by
The House that Dan Built. I believe such a partnership would provide opportunities for young women to
activate their creative potential and open up a myriad of pathways for emerging female artists.

As an emerging playwright and performing artist, I am currently contracted by The House as a scriptwriter and
facilitator on the Montessori Musical project and producer of the Akin workshops. It is only through my
involvement with both the Akin and Toy Choir programs that I have gained the skills, confidence and
connections necessary to earn money as an artist.

My journey with the Toy Choir began in 2017 at age 28, when my career had been radically disrupted by
cancer treatment and I was left with very little sense of self. I was afraid to put myself ‘out there’ in a terrifying
industry, but I sought meaning in life by using my skills to serve in charitable spaces. When I reached out to
Danielle O'Keefe, she invited me to attend the ‘Toy Choir’ sessions. Here I stumbled upon a secret world of joy,
with discipline in equal measure. I got a lot more than the ‘volunteer work’ I bargained for: I was given
permission to unleash my inner child and start to think of myself as an artist again. Through watching Danielle’s
leadership in motion, I built upon my singing and songwriting skills whilst also learning invaluable skills in
facilitation and mentorship. A seed of empowerment was planted in me that has grown over the years and I am
grateful for my ‘Toy Choir’ experience, where I cultivated my love of creativity and developed as a person, artist
and facilitator.

Since 2018 I have worked on the ‘Akin’ program, where I have seen the profound benefits of a simple singing
and songwriting workshop in communities for whom these types of opportunities are rare. More than once I
have seen a teacher in tears as a previously “problematic” student has suddenly become engaged in the
excitement and importance of creating their own song. There is nothing like witnessing the light that gets
switched on when a young woman realises that she too can create and she too is allowed to use her voice.

In 2021, I have produced two trips (to Gunnedah and Broken Hill) with a total of eleven AKIN workshops. There
has been a deep call from the girls, parents and teachers in these communities for ongoing support and
mentorship for both the younger girls who are just starting out musically and the older girls like me who are
hungry for an opportunity to serve their communities but lack the support or training to run a program such as
‘Toy Choir’.

I encourage you to support these projects which have strong community connections, provide professional
development opportunities and will ultimately result in a network of empowered female artists across NSW.

I am pleased to offer this letter of support. Should you have any further enquiries please do not hesitate to
contact me on 0438 606 700 or sezserena@gmail.com.

Yours sincerely,

Serena Weatherall



IN SUPPORT OF THE HOUSE THAT DAN BUILT CREATE NSW APPLICATION

Dear Peer Assessment Panel,

I am writing to you in support of The House That Dan Built’s funding application for the Create
NSW Grant, which will see the continued support and cultivation of music education and
facilitation nationwide for women and girls’ voices, ensuring they are heard and given a
platform. The support of ‘Toy Choir’ and ‘AKIN’ programs throughout this grant are imperative
to ensuring every girl has the opportunity to tell their story.

I have been a member and creator within The House That Dan Built ensemble since 2016, and
have worked with Danielle O’Keefe since 2015. This year I have undertaken a fellowship
position within The House That Dan Built. I have been involved with the Toy Choir and Akin
projects within The House for 5 years, allowing me to see first hand the extreme benefit they
provide. When Danielle asked me to join Toy Choir in 2016, she could not possibly have known
how instrumental this experience would be in fostering my capacity to tell a story through music.
I was a young 14 year old who had never really learnt or had the confidence to sing and use my
voice. I have since developed my passion and craft of singing, both individually and within an
ensemble; a practical and experiential skill that is fundamental in music education. In seeing the
opportunities this program provided me, it is vastly evident the importance of this program to
girls wanting to use their voice, and the importance of offering them a platform to do so.

I have seen such core goals of The House grounded in Access and Opportunity replicated in the
AKIN program. Beginning as a participant and since transitioning to an instructor, I have been
able to experience the importance and immeasurable value this program provides in that there is
nothing like it. Looking back on my first AKIN trip to Deniliquin in 2016, I could not have
known how lucky I was to be witnessing this program firsthand. I met other girls with the exact
same passion for music and songwriting as me and it was an incredibly unique and rewarding
opportunity to collaborate with people with completely different stories to myself. AKIN trips
place the focus upon originality and creativity of girls who otherwise would have no space to
occupy their voice.

Since joining The House, I have been involved with many productions and projects that I have
found to enhance and support my own voice, and extend this support for many other girls like
me. It is through such support that I have been a performer with Sydney Chamber Opera in the
Tokyo Festival World Competition, have worked with composers and creators like Angelica
Mesiti and Sally Whitwell, and have been co-creator of projects Tender Young Creatures, Salt
and Bagatelle within The House. The support that The House centres its values around is integral
to elevating female voices into positions where they are heard.



Through Toy Choir and AKIN programs, and experiencing the experiential training they provide
firsthand, I can see the importance they hold and their necessity to activating the voices of girls
across Australia. I am pleased to offer this letter of support for your consideration.

Yours sincerely,

Grace Campbell



Create NSW Assessment Panel

10th August 2021

IN SUPPORT OF THE HOUSE THAT DAN BUILT CREATE NSW APPLICATION

Dear Peer Assessment Panel,

I am writing to you in support of The House that Dan Built’s funding application for Create NSW funding to expand ‘Toy Choir’
and ’Akin’ programs Australia wide. This expansion will see the continued support of nurturing and elevating female voices through
music education.

I have been a member of The House since 2014 and have worked  alongside Danielle O’Keefe since 2016. This year I am working as a

permanent part-time employee at The House and am learning about facilitating Toy Choir and Akin workshops as a leader. When I was

a fourteen year old girl, Danielle invited me to attend the Toy Choir program which was a pivotal moment in my musical journey. Little

did I know how my confidence and songwriting skills would flourish in such a supportive and creative space. Toy Choir is a cross

generational program that exudes joy. It encourages peer based learning within an all-female girl group, and this program has

challenged me to transfer my knowledge to my peers. I believe this environment helped shape my girlhood through to womanhood by

allowing me to comfortably foster new musical skills and connect with girls right across sydney, all within a safe space. I was invited on

my first Akin workshop to Deniliquin in 2018, and witnessed the spark of many young songwriters who realised they too could learn and

create their own music. The Akin project takes the Toy Choir program to rural parts of Australia to help connect with girls who may not

have the opportunity and create more equitable music education for any girl who wishes to participate. As a young  emerging artist, I

was exposed to the importance of a peer-based learning environment, which allows for girls of any musical skill level to be able to

participate and see what is possible in a room full of spirit and creativity. It also was an incredible opportunity to see how this sort of

environment breaks down the stigma of how students learn. This trip revealed the need for more female opportunities in the arts within

regional areas of Australia.

This year I have travelled with The House on two regional Akin trips to the North West and Broken Hill, and again have been amazed by

the evident need for music education in these towns with so many participants craving new opportunities especially after the tumultuous

year that has just passed. The need for music programs and social connection was outstanding. These programs not only create

opportunities for girls in the arts, but creates an access point for women right across Australia to connect and have a network they can

reach out to. This ongoing opportunity not only will allow me to engage with rural  communities and exercise musical skill, but eliminates

financial or geographical isolation issues for girls. I have flourished as a young woman, using these creative outlets to express myself

and absorb the wealth of knowledge that is passed down from Danielle at The House. The Toy Choir program taught me to create freely

and Akin workshops allowed me to confidently pass on this knowledge to others. I have grown as an artist and leader, and I believe

these programs have had huge impacts on why I identify as an empowered emerging female artist in Australia. The House has helped

me develop my musical identity and what sort of music I want to create. I have also learnt how to effectively communicate the language

of music to girls of no prior knowledge, so they too can learn simple songwriting skills to ignite their musical journey. It is crucial to

create more access points for equitable music education, which supports the future of Australian female artists.

This  funding would create numerous opportunities for myself and other young artists to facilitate music workshops across Australia,

and give any girl who raises her hand the platform to  learn rudimentary songwriting skills and join together at the end of the year to

celebrate  and witness other young Australian women using their voice to tell their story. It has always been a hope that The House

could continually sustain itself as a leading arts organisation, to continue creating incredible works and opportunities for girls and

women in the Australian arts industry today.

Yours sincerely,

Jayden Selvakumaraswamy
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