
 


 

JOANNA JOY  

Recent recipient of the Creative Young Leaders Fellowship from Create NSW, Joanna Joy is both a student 
and practitioner of the Arts. Currently studying a degree of Media Arts and Production combined with Law at 
the University of Technology (UTS), Joanna actively pursues the Arts both in and outside of her studies.     
While working in London for a year Joanna interned at HeyDay Films and took theatre courses at the London 
South Bank Centre and National Theatre. More recently Joanna has been taking part in the ATYP 
Professional Series working with leading practitioners such as Lee Lewis, Kate Gaul and Fraser Corfield to 
further her investigation into the Arts.     Joanna's skills and experience range from film making, sound design 
and theatre writing, production and venue management. She has worked with companies such as Griffin, 
AFTRS, Flying Bark Productions, ATYP and Belvoir. Her main focus and ambition however is to Direct. She 
aims to create works that provide diverse counter narratives that would include a broader audience and 
challenge social assumptions and perspectives.     Her directorial debut ‘Pygmalion’ was selected for Suzy-
Goes-See’s “best of 2015” and exemplified her interest in blurring the boundaries between performance art 
and experimental theatre.  As a Playwright her work ‘Boat People’ was selected by Theatre 451’s ‘Elevate’ 
program and was later included in their 2017 season.      Joanna has recently returned from taking residence 
at the LungA Art School in Iceland to see her recent film 'Pane Di Vita' screened at Melbourne Women in 
Film Festival, ATOM Awards and Sydney's For Film's Sake Festival. She has also been nominated for an 
ATOM Award for her experimental poetic Documentary ‘Woman to Woman’.     
To contact Joanna Joy or find out more info:  email: joannajoyprojects@gmail.com

Danielle OKeefe has worked in the Arts for over 18 
years. Beginning her practice as a performer and 
vocalist, Danielle has in recent years honed her skills of 
leading, establishing a reputation as one of the 
country’s leading youth arts creators. After finishing 
her studies in 2003 in London, Danielle returned to 
Sydney to conduct the Australian Youth Choir (AYC) 
and held that post until 2012 when she left to work in 
Outback Australia. 
  
Simultaneous to conducting the AYC, Danielle worked 
with companies such as the Australian Theatre for 
Young People (ATYP), Sydney Chamber Opera (SCO), 
The Australian Institute of Performing Arts (AIPA), Brent 
Street and PACT to create exciting works for and with 
young people. Alongside her work with young people, 
Danielle has directed mainstage shows at the Seymour 
Centre, The Joan Sutherland Performing Arts Complex 
and Merrigong Theatre, to name a few. 
  
Since returning to Sydney from her post as Artistic 
Director of Outback Theatre for Young People, Danielle 
created an ensemble of teenage girls and women, to 
formalise a cross-age ensemble of female vocalists who 
work together on large scale instillations. 

Danielle OKeefe 

Current work in development:  
www.TheHouseThatDanBuilt.com/shows 

Director:  
https://www.danielleokeefe.com/works 

Musical Director:  
https://www.danielleokeefe.com/the-bacchae 

Conductor:  
https://www.thehousethatdanbuilt.com/toy-
choir 

Education:  
https://www.danielleokeefe.com/education 

Career Highlights: 

2015-18 Founder and Creator of The House 
That Dan Built, a NFP company employing 6 
artists to travel across Australia and create 
and capture cross-generation stories and songs 
of women. Current count is 296 participants 
aged 10-18 across 16000km. Our cross-age 
ensemble has created work with exceptional 
Australian Artists: Angelica Mesiti, Adena 
Jacobs, Sydney Chamber Opera and Daryl 
Wallis, while creating our own work Tender 
Young Creatures, that has has had 3 sell out 
seasons across Sydney. 

2016 Musical Director of the Bacchae 
Directed by Adena Jacobs for Melbourne 
Festival and Dark Mofo. 

2014-Present, Creator and Conductor of 
the Toy Choir - Bursting with happiness the Toy 
Choir brings the sweet perfection of young 
voices with the joyous sounds of sugar pop 
harmonies and infectious ukulele strumming. 
Overflowing with lyrics and images inspired by 
the Australian landscape, the Toy Choir is 
uniquely hearing the ideas and impressions of 
girls and young women in Australia today. 
Highlights include opening 2016 Mardi Gras 
with Paul Capsis, Sydney Festival Performance, 
Morning Television segments. 

2014-2015 Creative Producer of the Mondo 
Project. Responsible for a $300k budget to 
ensure the delivery of Arts based Projects for 
Young People in Penrith. 

2010- 2013 Artistic Director of Outback 
Theatre fro Young People. Responsible for a 
$250k budget delivering two festivals in 
Regional NSW using voices and local story 
tellers to bring the environment to life. 

Full Bio available online.

www.TheHousethatDanBuilt.com



Helen Newman  
482 Ebden St. Albury NSW 2640 AUSTRALIA 

p: +612 6021 2771 m: +61 417 211 156 
e: helen@nomadfilms.com.au 

w: www.nomadfilms.com.au 
 

Biography 
 
Helen Newman is an award winning Australian filmmaker whose work 
has taken her around the globe gathering stories from the inspiring to 
the heartbreaking. Trained in classical music she performed and taught 
piano for several years before completing further tertiary studies to 
work with survivors of violence and sexual abuse as a crisis counselor 
and in community development. For the last 17 years Helen has drawn 
on those eclectic skills in her diverse film work. 
 
Helen has travelled to Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, India, Timor-Leste, 
the Thai-Burma border, Cambodia, America and across urban and 
remote Australia documenting and subsequently editing projects that 
encompass individual and collective stories of conflict, poverty, 
oppression, celebration and survival. Her work has also encompassed a 
wide range of performance based arts projects. The nature of her 
projects has led Helen to work in a broad range of situations; war 
zones, refugee camps, remote indigenous communities, amid protests, 
as part of live theatre productions, with community groups and 
individuals. Helen’s documentary work has screened on ABC, ABC 
iview, NITV and at a range of national and international film festivals. 
 
Working with various rural and metro based music and theatre groups 
Helen documents nationally and internationally acclaimed live 
performances and creates works as part of multi-platform, site specific 
and performance-based projects.  
 
Helen also collaborates with various community groups. These projects, 
developed in conjunction with a wide range of community based 
organizations, have led to a body of work encompassing education, 
health, science and the arts. Helen’s experience in projection and 360-
video has also allowed her to bring new technology and innovative 
storytelling techniques to her creative projects.  
 
Helen’s current major project, ‘Solstice’ documents the extraordinary 
story of Annette and Stuart Baker who, after the very personal tragedy 
of the suicide death of their daughter Mary, have been propelled into 
the public space to challenge the stigma of mental illness and the 
isolation of suicide survivors. 

NATALIE RICHARDS
0406 299 432
natalie@thehousethatdanbuilt.com

Natalie is an Australian actress represented by Victoria Jackson 
Management, and she is an arts entrepreneur, specialising in film 
and performance art for young people. She is Founder and Co-
director of Bloodfest, the first International Horror Film Festival for 
Under 25s and Creative Producer and Board Director of The House 
That Dan Built, a globally recognised all-female arts company.
Natalie is passionate about empowering young people through the 
arts and creative experiences. She created Bloodfest to provide 
young people a safe space to explore their creativity and self-
expression in the often taboo world of Horror. Since it was 
established in 2017, Bloodfest has generated hundreds of film 
submissions from around the world, attracted theatrical and online 
audiences in the hundreds of thousands, and has launched the 
careers of several prominent young film-makers and actors 
including Leonardo Saul and Adelaide Kennedy. Bloodfest is 
sponsored by Sydney Opera House, the Australian 
Cinematographers Society and the Australian Film Television and 
Radio School (AFTRS).
Natalie is currently directing the main-stage production for St 
Ignatius College Riverview and she also tutors for the Australian 
Theatre for Young People.
Natalie studied the professional course at the Jacques Lecoq 
International School of Theatre in Paris. Paris is a city that remains 
close to her heart, as she is inspired by the French culture and is a 
fluent French speaker.


