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Monday February 3, 2020 

To whom it may concern,  

Re: The House that Dan Built 

It gives me great pleasure to write in support of The House that Dan Built’s application for 

Australia Council funding to upscale the production Tender Young Creatures from an 

intimate choral work to a major community event to be presented at Brisbane Festival 2020. 

I was introduced to Danielle O’Keefe’s work by colleagues familiar with her company, The 

House that Dan Built, recommending her as an artist to watch. I am interested and 

supportive of Danielle’s process and aesthetic: engaging young women in choral-based 

devised performance that challenges traditional narratives, using ‘youth theatre’ processes 

to create highly disciplined, complex performances. 

Brisbane Festival and Imagineers Festivals will partner with The House that Dan Built to co-

present the performance installation Tender Young Creatures. Originally devised and staged 

with an ensemble of twelve performers aged between thirteen and eighteen years, the 

production will be expanded for the QLD presentation to incorporate 100 young women. Six 

of the original cast from Sydney will be engaged as workshop leaders to rehearse 94 young 

women from South East Queensland into the roles and vocal parts that make up this 

extraordinary work. 

Funding from the Australia council will enable the creative development required to re-

imagine Tender Young Creatures from an intimate work for an enclosed space to a major 

outdoor community event. Brisbane Festival’s fees contribute to artists wages to deliver 

workshops, auditions, rehearsals required to market and stage this site-specific installation, as 

well as performances. We believe this will be a significant new Australian work with the 

potential to be exported to festivals nationally and internationally. 

I sincerely encourage you to support this beautiful work that showcases the voices and inner 

monologues of your young women and girls. 

Sincerely. 

  

 

 

Louise Bezzina 

Artistic Director 

Major Brisbane Festivals 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


