
 

19 February 2021 

Australia Council for the Arts 
Level 5, 60 Union St 
Pyrmont NSW 2009 
Re- Imagine: Cultural and Creative solutions EOI. 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
Our organisation is happy to provide this letter of support for ‘the House that Dan Built submission to the 
Australia Council for the Arts ‘Cultural and Creative Solutions’.   
 
ACFIPS, is the NSW Industry Training Advisory Body which reports to the NSW Department of Education and as 
part of our role reviews creative industries skills needs, vocational qualifications and promotes employment.  
 
We also highlight the importance of traineeships and apprenticeships for industry as pathways for those who 
are already committed to wanting to gain critical on the job skills in the art industries. 
 
The current COVID environment, has enabled those who see their businesses as training environments, to 
apply for a government wage’s subsidy. It is even more crucial now that we provide young people the 
opportunity to commence a career in an industry and be paid. This has been under-utilised in the Arts 
Industry. 
 
ACFIPS has assisted Danielle O’Keefe with advice on what is a complex administrative pathway to offer a 
Certificate III Music Traineeship, and we will continue to offer support. It is great credit to Danielle’s vision that 
she pursued the Traineeship option to mentor young people in the company’s unique performing arts model. 
 
This Australia Council program will not only allow Danielle to analyse what works best for young people in her 
career pathway but will provide a fantastic resource for other arts companies to understand the procedure 
and employment outcomes of a national accredited traineeship.  
 
We wholeheartedly support Danielle’s vison where “The House aims to foster a culture of artists’ traineeships.  
Current training models require young people to develop artistry in external educational institutions and then 
must ‘break in’ to the industry. ‘The House’ unique training model trains emerging artists and cultural leaders 
inside the industry alongside their tertiary study. Apprentices will share in the strong connective networks that 
exist particularly in the youth arts sector. Trainees will understand their work in an industry context, 
understand the practical realities of working in the arts and be equipped with appropriate practical skills. 

ACFIPS is supportive of ‘The House that Dan Built, ‘and believes it is a worthy candidate for funding under the 
Australia Council for the Arts COVID 19 recovery funding.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

Max Wilson 

Executive Director, ACFIPS   


