
The House is a collaborative force that creates unique experiences to change the world.  
  

The House aims to activate women across the world to feel empowered to speak, to feel like they belong, like they are part of a chorus. 

We achieve this through music, through peer based learning and by creating unforgettably provocative performances that unapologetically dive 
headfirst into the issues that are important to young women and girls. The House creates platforms for female voices to be heard now, and ensures they 
will be heard in the future.  

We do this through:  
Education and training, 
Access and opportunity, 
Experimentation and creativity in constant pursuit of excellence. 

 
Pursuing mastery of skills is a given when the fire is lit; but true excellence can only be achieved when dedicated women have the opportunity to lead 
and share their knowledge with the world. It is only through experimentation that we will find something new.  

The House is driven to confront the disconnection between women and girls in the cities and women and girls in rural areas. We seek to eliminate these 
feelings of separateness through sharing skills and experiences and creating music together to tell an integrated story of Australian women and girls. 

Our arts practice is forever evolving, with each young artist we work with bringing something new to the table and challenging us to question and prod 
the status quo. By offering a safe space that has the capacity for total chaos, The House has become a catalyst for the appearance of new patterns, 
complex systems, and the unpredictable. 

The House is nationally and internationally recognised as a vocally innovative arts company because we are adventurous, we experiment, collaborate 
and listen.



Byron to Broken Hill, 
Sydney to Narrandera, 
Penrith to Albury and 

Gunnedah.

The House is nationally and internationally recognised as a vocally 
innovative arts company because we are adventurous, we experiment, 
collaborate and listen. 

From our base in Sydney we connect and travel to Western Sydney, 
through rural and remote NSW, across The Pacific to our work in Asia, 
and back again to share our work nationally across Australia. Our 
reach in NSW spans Byron to Broken Hill, Sydney to Narrandera, 
Penrith to Albury and Gunnedah. More broadly we also bring the work 
of NSW artists to rural QLD and The Torres Strait. In 2019 we will 
showcase our work at the Venice Biennale through our involvement in 
Angela Mesiti’s Assembly and begin the process of working in Japan 
as part of our collaboration with Sydney Chamber Opera.

Here at The House we are creating a vital new platform for Australian 
female voices. We provide access and opportunity by activating 
spaces where women artists and girls with passion make work, 
responding to female narratives across generations, cultures and 
regions of the Australian landscape. 

The girls we attract to the House are advocates of change and power. 
Not in the future, NOW. This is how the house is really playing with a 
daring idea in all our art works and workshops. The artists that work in 
the house, regardless of age are not purely recipients of education. 
The House is not a facility to educate. What we have created is a 
place where profession female artists are in the room with their own 
spark, looking to see where a fire will burn, giving avenues so that 
exploration and questions can meet discussion and growth. 

We are passionate about the journey of learning, becoming experts 
and then sharing. 



 Process- the how of how we work 

At The House, access and excellence are as vitally important as each other.  

Opportunities for access to the arts should be there for any girl who puts their hand up. Continual 
participation is fostered by ongoing support mechanisms, coupled with easy access to networks across all 
phases of the artists’ journey.  

We have developed a system for ongoing artistic improvement for all the artists we work with. It is only 
through rigorous practice and consistent training that those connections between artists and their work 
develop. By offering opportunities for exciting methods of training and development, the House helps 
young artists to continually develop and refine their work. 
      
The House That Dan Built is changing the way we think about and work with young female artists 

The House identifies and engages girls from diverse cultural backgrounds who show passion, 
commitment and aptitude for the arts. In partnership with schools and community youth based 
organisations we identify and overcome barriers to participation, providing scholarships, transport, access 
to musical instruments and space. We build support teams of teachers, families and elders around 
participants.  

We foster long-term engagement, confidence and skill through the rigour and methodology of musical 
practice. At the heart of The House is The Gang, sixteen young women who have worked with Artistic 
Director Danielle O’Keefe for up to twelve years. The Gang provides peer-to-peer mentorship to newer 
participants.  

The House champions young women as the amazing artists and leaders that they are, now. Providing a 
safe space for women of all ages to share their stories and learn to use their voice is a key aspect of The 
House’s work. The House’s learning cycle, which allows each artist to teach her own skills to others, and 
learn other’s skills, is a key part of their work and model, allowing women to learn from each other and 
extend their skills. 

The House that Dan Built’s core mission to is to empower young women and give their voices a platform 
to be heard through the arts. The potential for intensive community engagement through including 
choruses of local girls is a unique opportunity for peer-to -peer learning of new skills. The House 
understands the importance of engaging with each unique regional audience they perform for, and the 
company is passionate about improving access to high-quality theatre for regional audiences.  

The House challenges the audience stereotype of ‘the 
young artist’ by using a framework that allows artists to 
develop and perform in a boundary pushing, 
challenging way.  

We collaborate with respected artists and arts 
companies to explore the female experience of the 
world through voice. We want the audience to feel 
inspired, curious, awed, and amazed by the whole 
experience.   

The House aims to create at least two works per year. 
By creating high-quality experimental works, the House 
provides opportunities to young female artists to refine 
their skills and offers a platform for their voices to be 
heard.  

Because we are in constant pursuit of understanding 
our craft and our audiences our ensemble all desire 
the chance to be part of a learning, doing teaching 
excelling cycle. By doing this we are able to cast our 
net wide and light fires of opportunity for lots of young 
women in a graceful and energised way right across 
the state.  



IN SHOWCASE AND ON TOUR 


TENDER  

YOUNG  

CREATURES 

“Tender Young Creatures melds elements of the 
Red Riding Hood story into a short (50 minutes), 
purposeful and well executed work of immersive 
theatre for all ages.” 
Jason Blake - SMH 

90% of young women don’t feel safe in the city at night. 1 in 5 women will 
experience sexual violence in their lifetime. Girls have learnt to curl in on 
themselves, inhabiting a smaller space than they need in order to remain 
unnoticed. Tender Young Creatures is an exploration of the world these 
girls inhabit.  

A chorus of 100 girls voices cry out to the daughters of the world as 
audiences are led through a nocturnal landscape. Moving through 
harmonies, melodies, monologues and chants, the 100 young women, 
led by 8 original cast members create forests and houses filled with the 
threat of the Wolf. 

100 girls. 1 Forrest. 2020.

‘TENDER YOUNG CREATURES ultimately 
explodes with female energy.
By the time words like ‘sweat’, ‘claws’, ‘blood’ 
echo and a sudden, stunning percussion fills the 
space the audience is assured of the girls’ safety 
and future. With the settling of emotions and the 
return of logic, one can fully recognise what a rich, 
elegant and professional work this is.’ 
Judith Greenaway – Sydney Arts Guide

In 2019 this work will be performed at 
The Art Gallery of NSW, in Japan at 
ASSITEJ and in Qld as part of the 
Imagineers Festival.



Tender Young Creatures is based on 
the narrative of Little Red Riding 
Hood, and built around the cast and 
creatives own experiences. Moving 
through 10 distinct moments, the 
performers weave around the 
audience, and the audience becomes 
Little Red Riding Hood. Direct eye 
contact, speech, and song evoke an 
instinctive reaction in many audience 
members to turn away or hide.  

The other outcome is the shift in 
audience perspective. It’s one thing to 
tell the audience you carry keys 
between your fingers at night. It’s 
another to make them feel the cold 
metal in their hand and the sweat on 
their palm. By giving the audience the 
experience of being a girl alone at 
night, Tender Young Creatures creates 
an empathetic audience willing to 
listen to young girls, and engage in 
meaningful conversation.  

By questioning the traditional 
relationship between performer and 
audience, Tender Young Creatures 
subverts the role we expect young 
girls to play in public life. 

“Tender Young Creatures is to theatre as Clementine Ford's Fight Like A Girl is to 
literature. TYC is a rallying call to females young and old. We need to look at the 
messages we are teaching our girls in today's western society; don't walk alone 
late at night, don't dress in a provocative fashion, don't provoke the beast or you 
may get hurt. All these thoughts were running through my mind as I watched the 

play unfold in a small warehouse space.  

I was so immersed in this incredible work that I forgot how young the performers 
were until the show ended. The girls worked as a tight knit ensemble to create a 

very moving piece of theatre. Danielle and Natalie have gathered a group of 
young women who are so talented and focused and driven to make important 

Directed by Danielle O’Keefe and first devised in 
2016, the show has undergone three separate 
developments to refine and distil the core 
messages and themes. In 2020 Tender Young 
Creatures will be embarking on our first interstate 
tour performing with 100 girls at Imagineers 
Festival on the Sunshine Coast and Brisbane 
Festival. We will be expanding our core cast to 
100 voices. With our Ensemble leaders 
becoming their own mini choir masters.  We 
are currently in discussion with Dark Mofo and 
Ten Days On The Island about a Tasmanian 
Season and with the AGNSW to hold a youth 
event in the lead up to our touring. 





The Toy Choir project offers a rare 
12-week opportunity to: 
  
Learn to sing in a group and 
harmonise 
Understand chord progression and 
music theory 
Play and sing in a group of 
supportive girls 
Learn to write your own song 
Record in a music studio and  
Perform at concerts and community 
events.

The TOY CHOIR Spreading JOY Project.  

The Toy Choir was established in 2014. It is an ensemble of girls aged 
8-18 who learn to write their own music using the Ukulele. Over our 5 
years of existence The Toy Choir has gone from strength to strength, 
having played at the Sydney Festival, worked with Sydney Chamber 
Opera, opened Mardi Gras with Paul Capsis, facilitated workshops in 
regional NSW for budding songwriters of all ages, flash mobbed all 
over Sydney, created events and compositions for Vivid AND released 
their own TOY CHOIR USB of original music. The Toy choir is capable of 
achieving the impossible because of our cross-age rehearsal room and 
working consistently in a Learn-Do-Teach-Excel cycle.  

Due to the commitments of touring for our ensemble next year we 
have decided to move the Toy Choir from a weekly group meeting 
towards a discrete 12 week project at the end of 2020. This project will 
be run entirely by the girls aged 15-20. Having firmly established their 
abilities to facilitate a room and teach their skills. The House is 
exceptionally excited to support an independent youth ensemble 
dedicated to excellence in choral ensemble work and the 
development of young artists in singing, song-writing and 
performance entirely run by young women. 



AKIN 
Regional 
NSW 
Workshop 
and 
Community 
Engagement 
Project.  

The Akin Program creates 
opportunities for arts participation 
in targeted rural communities, for 
girls aged 10-18. We want to 
create an opportunity for every girl 
who puts her hand up saying ‘I 
want to learn to use my voice’. 



The House That Dan Built is driven to confront 
the disconnection between young women in 
the cities and young women in rural areas of 
Australia. We seek to eliminate these feelings 
of separation through sharing skills and 
experiences and creating music together to tell 
an integrated story of Australian women. 
Building a vital platform for female stories 
through music and performance, across 
generations, cultures and regions of the 
Australian landscape. 

The 2020 Akin workshop series sees three 
leading Toy Choir members accompany the 
delivering team of professional female artists 
to five selected locations across NSW. Over the 
course of a day, each girl participating will have 
created a story, learnt how to structure it, and 
write it as a song. An audio-visual artist will be 
on site to capture the girls’ creations and 
together, they will create an accompanying 
video clip. 
  
The members of The House create a safe 
environment that supports the vulnerability of 
the creative process, which is established and 
nurtured by all leaders and participants. While 
direction and assistance will be offered to the 
students, peer based learning is key in honing 
and capturing the girls’ talents.



TV

The House has now been running our AKIN region workshop for girls voices for four years. 

We have had 720 participants across NSW in Broken Hill, Deniliquin, Cooma, Nimmitabel, 
Deniliquin, Berrigan, Blue Mountains, Penrith, Sydney, Lake Cargelligo, Narrandera.  

The AKIN program has been designed and moulded to create artistic opportunities for girls 
aged 10-18. The House is committed to creating opportunities for every girl who puts their 
hand up saying I want to learn how to use my voice and tell my story. 

We have been moulding and adapting our program to suit the needs and demands of 
participants.  

Our findings: 
*Girls aged 13-15 are most likely to follow up and continue beyond the workshop with online 
interaction. The most common form of communication are instagram.  

*Girls ages 9-12 are the most keen for the opportunity and will respond quickest to a call 
out. 

*The most successful workshops are when cross generation rooms are created. The girls 
aged 14-18 who apply will most likely already have music lessons, and skills on an 
instrument and are looking for a way to be able to write. Girls 9-13 who apply are looking for 
an introduction to music.  

What is next. 
A once off workshop shows us the demand is strong. 10 of our 14 workshops had waiting 
lists.  For real growth we need to work out a way to create a legacy that encourage and 
supports ongoing practice and engagement. Music skill building requires repetition. The 
AKIN workshop was designed to spark curiosity and has delivered. What is required to 
move beyond a flash in the pan opportunity is ongoing support and engagement.  

Using the model of AKIN - we have created a prospectus to create TOY CHOIR TV. An 
interactive online workshop, that will continue the engagement and connection after the 
workshop has finished.  has weekly lessons and daily practices modules.  

We are looking to create a pilot program with 8 weeks of engagement.  
Each week will have a 30 minute lesson and 6 five minute daily exercises. 

Project 1 - Basics: How to use your voice, how to use your ears. 
Project 2 - Intermediate: How to write your own song. 
Project 3 - How to share your music and story. 

We are  looking to partner with Create NSW to make this happen in NSW. 

In 2020 we will create the pilot program and proof of concept. The creation of this online 
material can be done in Regional NSW communities as part of an AKIN tour, workshopping 
with 100 girls 10-18 from 3 communities.


