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Artistic Mission: 

The House is an ecosystem that supports female artists to achieve a balance of learning, 

teaching and doing, so that they can create works of meaning and become the best artist 

they can be. 

The House That Dan Built operates around four core sets of values: 

1. Excellence : 

2. Creativity/Experimentation : 

3. Education/Training : 

4. Access/Opportunity : 

  

• Excellence : We strive to be recognised as a vocally-innovative national and 

international arts company. We have seen that pursing mastery of skills is a given when the 

fire is lit; but true excellence can only be achieved when dedicated women have the 

opportunity to lead and share their knowledge with the world. 

• Creativity/Experimentation : We believe it’s only through experimentation that you will find 

something new. Arts practice is forever evolving, with each young artist bringing something 

new to the table. Offering a big, safe space that has the capacity for total chaos, sees the 

appearance of new patterns, complex systems, and the unpredictable. 

• Education/Training : We all know that it’s only through rigorous practice of scales and 

consistent training that the connections between your brain, yourself and your art develop. 

The adherence to discipline applies to all areas of the House, so we have a structure and 

system for ongoing improvement 

• Access/Opportunity : We believe that an opportunity for access to the arts, should be there 

for any girl who puts their hand up. We believe continual participation is fostered by 

ongoing support mechanisms, coupled with easy access to networks across all phases of the 

artists’ journey. It is through our access and opportunity avenues that the desire for 

excellence can be ignited.  
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Our Goals: 

  

• To create an eco-system where women can co-create, develop artistically and extend up 

on their arts careers; across the city and country, both girls and women. 

  

• To challenge the audience stereotype of ‘the young artist’ - by using a framework that 

allows our artists to develop and perform in such a way, that it pushes boundaries and 

existing perceptions. ‘We want the audience to see they are excellent now.’ 

  

• To create excellent, accessible theatre and music 

• To create an eco-system of arts collaboration; a place where women can both co-create 

and build their arts career within a community of female artists, across city/country 

locations and ages  

• A safe space for women of all ages to share their stories, and learn how to really use their 

voice 

• To continue creating and developing new audiences: regional, city, international, online. 

• To be able to measure and contribute to increased participation in regional theatre and 

music 

• To become an accessible content provider, connecting those without easy access to 

Theatre and Music 

• To become a self-sustaining company by 2018 EOFY 

• To create one major work per year, to be rolled out over a three-year period 

• To create one minor work per calendar year 

• To continue to champion young women as the amazing artists and leaders that they are, 

now. 
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Artistic Directors Report 

It gives me great pleasure to give you our First Annual report for The House. It has been such 

a wild year. Natalie and I have been running full steam ahead and it is great to now reflect 

on what a year it was. 

A big part of the House philosophy is celebrating our achievements and we have had an 

amazing first year. Our first production Tender Young Creatures was critically acclaimed - 

 JB of the SMH not only came, but reported that this was “A purposeful and well executed 

work for all ages.” The Sydney Arts guide said it was “experimental, absorbing and 

empowering,” and we sold out a two week season. The Toy choir after 6 rehearsals opened 

the Mardi Gras with Paul Capsis on national tv, and capped off year one performing in the 

Sydney Festival, in-between we sang in hospitals, nursing homes and went on an outback 

tour running an Akin workshop for 42 girls in Deniliquin. We have planted loads of seeds 

and they are growing.   

Key Highlights for the year were: 

TOY CHOIR 22 girls aged 8-18. 10 Scholarship positions. I have attached a case study of one 

of our Scholarship students so it can be understood that this is not just about giving a girl a 

couple of hours singing a week. The involvement in the girls life and family becomes 

integrated in the experience. The Toy Choir is now recognised and has been invited to 

participate in productions all over Sydney. Sydney Chamber Opera, and Sydney Festival 

would like to work together in 2017/18. 

We now have 35 original songs. 

TENDER YOUNG CREATURES: 12 shows. Sold out Season. Tender Young Creatures in our 

repertoire and we are able to pitch to festivals with another development. Conversations for 

International Womens Day are happening. 

Video attached. 

ASPIRE ME: 2 day drama camp in the outback. 60 kids, 2 days. I trained two assistants to 

take over facilitating this project from next year. These are developing female artists who 

can now facilitate. 

AKIN: We launched. 45 girls from the South West NSW region aged 8-18 came together to 

learn basic song structure and write their own music. Hugely successful. Regional Arts 

Development Officer (RADO) Alyce Fisher came to watch the day and has offered support.  
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AMBASSADORS: Rachael Coopes and Tiarne Coupland. They are both highly invested in the 

house. Tirana was in mermaids in 2014 and an original toy choir member.  

Rachel Coopes is a force in the industry. Winning a Helpman this year for Sugarland, and a 

playschool regular,  

We have as a board been finding our feet as how to create a viable arts organisation. Our board 

is out there doing amazing things in the world, Rebecca Toss, Sally Cahil McQuinn, Veronica 

Holloway, Belinda Scanlan-Hoppe, Laura Fitzsimmons and Meagan Van Gent. Thank you for 

taking on this responsibility with me and keeping us all above board. 

The House also introduced a new Board member Alyce Fisher as we undertake 10 regional Akin 

projects Alyce will be bringing her wealth of experience working across Regional Australia to 

the House. Thank you for joining the gang! 

Which bring us to WHAT NEXT. 

We are sitting on a gold mine. The girls I meet in my work across Sydney or Outback NSW can 

all identify an idea for a better world. Some like Elektra might make be gearing towards 

making us millions with merch, but mostly I find that the girls that we attract  are advocates of 

change and power now. Not in the future NOW. This is how the house is really playing a 

dangerous idea in all our work and workshops. The artists that work in the house, regardless of 

age are not recipients of education, The house is not a facility to educate. What we have 

created is a place where profession female artists are in the room with their own spark, looking 

to see where a fire will burn, giving avenues so that exploration and questions can meet 

discussion and growth. I am passionate about the journey of learning, becoming experts and 

then sharing. I try to never underestimate the power of curiosity. With the simplest guidance 

and the right amount of charm we all learn, desire and reach to become experts and then share 

with others, which will bring us all back to learning. Working together we cultivate the 

opportunity to express ideas and emotions. By taking time to flesh out these ideas and giving 

them the right framework, we can reinforce how important it is to have your voice be heard. 

It is very easy to see how these workshops and the way the girls work in children hospitals and 

create through country workshops is valuable for the participants. That is obvious. Participants 

have immediate gratification. But I would argue that these impacts can grow far further than 

the immediate community.   

What if we were capable of growing our gang and spreading far enough across this country, to 

light little sparks of inspiration in young women who know through play and delight how to 

use their voice. How to really use their voice. How to speak so they are heard, stand so they can 

be counted, and sing so they are happy. 

It always seems impossible - until it is done. 

Really excited to see what next year will bring! 

Danielle OKeefe 
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SNAPSHOT OF WHAT HAPPENED 

Snapshot of what happened: 

Total money in: $143,032.78 Total money out: $113,545.39 

AKIN   Workshops: 4 

Participants: 146 

Ages: 10-19 S 

cholarships: 100% 

 Data collected 

 Artists paid: 10 

Cost:$38k 

TENDER YOUNG CREATURES 

Participants: 16 

Audience: Sold out 12 shows 

Ages of attendance: 10-80 

Scholarships of students: 4 

Artists paid: 4 

Audience: 1500 

TOY CHOIR 

Participants: 23 Assistants: 2 

Volunteers: 1 

Scholarships: 12 (50%) 

Performances: 8 

Flashmobs: 12 

Amount cost: $18,755 

Amount made: $19,000 

Net: $245 

FUNDRAISER  We raised $20,654.50. 
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WHAT’S NEXT: 

TYC - This rocks. Everyone who saw it said it needs to be on a bigger 

stage. We have developed it and are ready to tour it. I want to take 

this to festivals. The connections have been made with producers 

and Nat and I are working on this as priority 1. 

AKIN - corporate partner found to support the whole project. We 

can offer content creation, data and logos on all printed material. I 

am adamant this needs to be free for participants. 

TOY CHOIR - we now have enough original rep to have concerts, and 

do paid gigs, make album etc. It is now how to roll that out. We have 

been invited to the Deni Uke Muster as presenters. In discussions 

now. 

THE LONG TABLE - Which has now been split into two projects, one 

in funding rounds which will be to create video content, and PAPER 

BIRDS which will be the composition component that will hopefully 

find a way to meet. We have applied for $34k from Ozco. 

We will know in 3 weeks. 

GOVERNANCE:  Insurance - yes 

Workers compensation - yes 

We need to get Volunteers insurance - yes 

We may need board insurance (once we get DGR) 

We have set up a Company Car account with GOGET - which now 

has Selena and Nat covered as Drivers. This is a little more than 

renting through other companies but much easier. This will be great 

for the Deni Tour. 

We have a new accountant agency - R. B. G Private 
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OU R  G AN G

PARTNERS AND SUPPORTERS 

We are pretty ambitious here at The House and have a whole lot of 
people in our corner, and we are so grateful, which is another huge 

element of how we roll - GRATITUDE. 
 Thank you for all your support. 

Iris Simpson, Amalia-Rose Tregonning, Kittu Hoyne, Jayden 
Selvakumaraswamy, Emily Pincock Maddison Calcott, Elektra Blinder, 

Grace Campbell, Claudia Meaney, Daisy Willow, Harper Pollard, 
Sofia Goulding, Sofia Sheedy, Juliet Sigsworth 

Sylvie Woodhouse, Kiri Jenssen, Tahlia Merlino, Olivia Inwood, Maddie 
Simpson, Maddie Hunt, Brie Harris. 
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Natalie Richards 
Sunita Lewis - our gorgeous TYC logo and images on this site www.sunitalewis.com 

Katrina Douglas  
Laura Turner  - our amazing TYC and Toy choir videos and for her on going support. 

Chloe de Britto - our amazing videographer 
Rachael Coopes  

Louise Read 
Stephen Pronk 

Mandy Kelly - for our wonderful hats! 
Paul Hoyne for his incredible Logos.   

Jerome Dernoncourt for animating these logos and literally making this house burst with joy.
Isobel Moss-Robinson and Jayden Selvakumaraswamy two of the original gang members who are invaluable.

Alex Walker
Julie and David who from the very beginning have been pushing me on. 

Paulina and Julian Selvakumaraswamy 
Rick Shaw, Rebecca Johnston and Charlie Saunders - Yellow Umbrella 

Rubinee Hoyne  
Kate Johnson, Maryann Wright  Serena Weatherall 

Rebecca Toss, Sally Cahill McQuinn, Veronica Holloway, Belinda Scanlan- Hoppe, 
Laura Fitzsimmons and Meagan Van Gent Alyce Fisher. 

 
Delena Gaffney                                   Jessica Tuckwell
Matt Van Gent                                           Kelly Murphy
Sally Williams                                      Lauren Kirkwood
Kate Butler                                               Justine Moyle
Greg & Nicole Angus                             Fleur Beaupert
Spencer Keeble                               Deb and Andy Hall
Crystal Bergemann                           Shauna Anderson
Inge and Pat Crivelli                                Leah Thomas
Lee Quan Chan                                           Adrian Lee
Kristen Clark                                       Edward Spowart
Helen and Malcom Dickie                 Benjamin Franklin
Gabriella Rooney                     Yinka - (Mahlia) Olaitan
Andrea Wilson                                        Geremy Glew
Shaun Parker                                       Tom McKinnon

 
THANK YOU 
THANK YOU 
THANK YOU 

 
 


